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Attached are comments that should be filed as ex parte comments in MM Docket No. 91-221
and 87-8.

If you have any questions, please call me at 418-2135.
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Juse 3, 1997 AT JUN-5 MK 7 59

Honorable Dale L. Bumpers
United States Senate

39 Seumtc Dirtgor Buldee, JOCKET FILE OGRY CIGNAL

Dear Senator Bumpers:

I am writing to you about a potential FCC ruling that could dramatically affect the viewing public
in your state. For the past four yesrs my station, KLRT has been part of a local marketing agreement,
LMA, with station KASN. Under the agresment, my station provides programmming, technical and

financial help to KASN. TWWM
_armangement. This would ifot only harm my station, t more importantly, deny viewers access to top

quality programs. -

Prior to this agreement, station KASN was providing little service to the public. By using the
resources of my station, KASN now broadcasts: a weekly public affairs show “Take 38"; Big 12 Football
each year; and children’s programming four hours weekly. W‘nhontt!mloalmubtmbimﬂon.thm
would be legs top quality programming and service would decline.

Despite these demonstrable benefits, the FCC proposes to prohibit these arrangements.
Specifically, the Commission proposes to limit my local marketing agreement to the term of my existing
contract. There could be no renewals or extensions, even though service to the public has improved.

Alsgo, unlike other prograraming contracts, my arrangemeat would automananywmnm:fexther
staton is sold,

These new restrictions undermine my existing local marketing agreement. My station
has invested hundreds of thousands of dollars improving KASN. All of this investment could be lost if
KASN decides to sell its station. Algo, it makes little sense to enter into long term contracts with program
suppliers if my local marketing agreement cannot be renewed. Finally, the FCC's proposals directly
conflict with the 1996 Telecomumunications Act, which grandfathered existing local marketing
agreements.

Everyday my station cornpetes with other local television stations, scores of cable
channels and new DBS satellite sexvices. Soon I will be competing with video programs over the Internet
and telephone company video systems. Competition for viewers and advertisers is fierce and intensifying,
Given this competition, it is impossible for local market combinations to stifle diversity or thwart
economic¢ competition.

ankly xtmm«mnkumﬁrmmmm;mhmmgsm-
elay goadcs I ) g Given todsy’s mmiti on it has
bmmemmglyd:ﬁaﬂtﬁrmww Television stations, especially
UHF stations, must be free to combine with cther local stations if free over-the-air television is to meet
competitive challenges. Fot example, unless local combinations are permitted, many UHF stations like
KASN, will not be able to afford the transition to digital television, Loalmnhetcombimnmmpro-
competitive and improve both the quantity and quality of programming. '

11711 West Markhom Litde Rock, AR 72211 301/225-0016 Fax 501/ 225-0428

www.kirt.com * www.kasn,.com



“ JUL. 1.1997 ¢ 11:83AM SENATOR BUMPERS DC NO.538 P.6/6

Page Two

IM!quumﬂmyoumnmmeFMComnmﬁomcmmndmnm
comply with the intent of th 06 micatiog \  Jocal
market combinations. Thcsimplestandmsteqmublewmmpushtmnmmlaxtbsdmpolyme
10 permit the common ewnerst oﬁwolﬂmdonstﬁmmaloul market, Enclosed you will find a




